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Promoting for Peanuts  
Designing Promotional Items on a Shoestring Budget  

By Sylvia Rodriguez, Adult Services Librarian, W. Walworth Harrison Public Library (Greenville)  
 

 

The Basics  -  for Fliers :  

 What  written information do I need to include?  
 5 Wôs: Who, What, Where, When, Why  

ü Who: who is the event geared towards ? who is doing the event? who has 
sponsored the event?  

ü What: what is the purpose of the event, what is the event about?  
ü Where: where is the event? (especially if these are fliers to be handed out   

away from the library)  
ü When: when is the event?  month, day, date, time (day and date helps catch 

typos!)  
ü Why: is there a special purpose for the event? to raise money? awareness?  

just have fun?  
 

What needs to go on the f lier?  
ü Headline: Some kind of head er -  make it eye -catching  and catchy , 

fun/interesting, appropriate to the event.  

ü Visual Aids: clip art (free or ñhome-madeò), pictures from past events, etc.  
ü The five Wôs together in some form or fashionédecide what you should say 

to figure out how much de tail is needed to get your point across. Is it a first 
time event? Is it for adults? Teens?  

ü Other things to think about: Is this going to be a one time flier? Something  
that is repeated that you can save and just change the pertinent info?  

 
 

Other Optio ns   
More ways to promote on peanut budgets!  

 Get rid of the ñBoxò! 
ü Go to where the people are:  

If you have a specific group that you are trying to attract, find out if 
there are other places they meet. (ie. Art leagues for art classes, 

schools for summer reading program, local Black churches for 

Juneteenth, county fair for photographers  (create simple 1/4 or 1/8 
page fliers to quickly drum up interest ), donôt be afraid to ask your 

friends members for help get the word outé.if people donôt see the 
info é.they arenôt going to know to come!!  

ü Is there an area to create displays for the event?  
You can b ring displays to life  by using  props  to create some type of 

three dimensional display , we typically bring stuff from home!  We use 
these displays for ñbigò events such as o ur annual ñGiving Treeò 

program, the Holocaust Survivors author visit, SRP, etc  
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